( fluctuating up and / or down by 20 m at a given elevation) elevation intervals were determined. In the corner of each plot, a 1 m 伊 1 m subplot was choosed for herbs. Thus, 5 and 4 elevational gradients were set up on the south and north slope, respectively, and totally 135 plots of 2 m 伊 2 m and subplots of 1 m 伊 1 m were surveyed. We recorded the community characteristics ( including species name, cover, number and height) and the environmental variables ( containing altitude, aspect, slope, stone cover, soil depth, soil pH, soil organic matter content, total nitrogen content, alkali鄄hydrolyzable nitrogen content, total phosphorus content, available phosphorus content, total potassium content and available potassium http: / / www.ecologica.cn content) . Canonical correspondence analysis ( CCA) was used to elucidate the relationship between species composition and

